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CLAIMS 



10 
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1. An imaging system comprising: 

an image acquisition subsystem for performing 
jobs on a worklist; 

an operator interface; 

a networking port for communicating^ with a remote 
worklist broker on a network; 

means for setting the state of yfeach of a plural- 
ity of worklist search fields in /response to state 
settings inputted via said operatpr interface; 

task means for formulating/a query for worklist 
data corresponding to only worklist search fields 
having either a first state oir a second state; 

means for initiating forinulation of said query by 
said task means in response to a search instruction 
inputted via said operatoi^jliint^r^ and 

means for transreyrling said query to said 
networking port. 
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2. The system els recited in claim 1, further 
comprising a display screen and means for controlling 
said display screen ko display a worklist setup menu 
in response to a rirst menu selection instruction 
inputted via said ^operator interface, said worklist 
setup menu r^omprising a list of search field names and 
respective state fields, and said state setting means 
comprising means /for toggling each state field through 
said first and /second states and a third state in 
response to clicking on said state field using said 
operator interface . 



3. The/ system as recited in claim 2, wherein 
said worklis't setup menu further comprises a criteria 
field associated with a search field name on said list 
having a state field in said first or second state. 
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and said query formulated by said task means incluo^s 
a criterion entered in said criteria field on/said 
worklist setup menu using *said operator interface, 

4. The system as recited in claim/2, further 
comprising means for controlling said ciisplay screen 
to display a worklist menu in respon;Be to a second 
menu selection instruction inputted Via said operator 
interface, said worklist menu comprising at least one 
column heading, each column headinjg being a respective 
search field name on said , workl j/st setup menu having 
said second state. 

5. The system as reci/ted in claim 4, wherein 
said worklist setup menu further comprises a plurality 
of display order fields associated with respective 
search field names on saicy.l\i(st having state fields in 
said second state, ^\^/ ^^laixJ— Column headings are 
displayed on said worklyO^^ menu in the order deter- 
mined by respective eptries in said display order 
fields. 

6. The system /as recited in claim 4, wherein 
said worklist menu f/urther comprises a criteria field 
associated with a / column heading, and said query 
formulated by said task means includes a criterion 

entered in said criteria field on said worklist menu 

/ ' 
using said operator interface. 



7. The system as recited in claim 4, wherein 
said worklist/ menu further comprises a search 
initiation f/ield, and said search instruction 
comprises cl/icking on said search initiation field 
using said operator interface. 
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8. The system as recited in claim 4, fur>ner 
comprising means for receiving worklist data yira said 
networking port in response to transfer of satld query, 
wherein said worklist display control mea^ns controls 
said display screen to display only syfcsets of said 
worklist data corresponding to worklist search fields 
having said second state, said displayed worklist data 
subsets being placed under corresponding column 
headings on said worklist menu. 
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An imaging system coinprising: 

an image acquisition s;absystem for performing 
jobs on a worklist; 

an operator interface,*/ 

a networking port f or/dommunicating with a remote 
worklist broker on a network; and 

a computer progyj'^ln^ied^ to perform the following 
steps : 

(a) setting thel s'tfateM/of each of a plurality of 
worklist search fiela^ in^response to state settings 
inputted via said opera^r interface; 

(b) formulating^ a query for worklist data 
corresponding to only worklist search fields having 
either a first state or a second state in response to 
a search instructrion inputted via said operator 
interface; and 

(c) transf eiyting said query to said networking 

port. 



10. The yfeystem as recited in claim 9, further 
comprising a display screen, wherein said computer is 
further programmed to perform the step of controlling 
said displ^ screen to display a worklist setup menu 
in respon6e to a first menu selection instruction 
inputted/ via said operator interface, said worklist 
setups/menu comprising a list of search field names and 
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respective state fields, and said step of settdng 
states comprising the steps of toggling eachr state 
10 field through said first and second states and a third 
state in response to clicking on said/ state field 
using said operator interface, / 

11. The system as recited in/claim 10, wherein 
said worklist setup menu further ciomprises a criteria 
field associated with a search field name on said list 
having a state field in said first or second state, 

5 and said query formulated hy sA±d computer includes a 
criterion entered in said- cmteria field using said 
operator interface. ,^ / 

12. The system as recited in claim 10, wherein 
said computer is f urtherWpr^grammed to perform the 
step of controlling sai/d display screen to display a 
worklist menu in responsef to yk second menu selection 

5 instruction inputted vik ^aiA/qperator interface, said 
worklist menu comprisingTaJfer least one column heading, 
each column heading being, a respective search field 
name on said worklist setup menu having said second 
state. / 

13. The system as recited in claim 12, wherein 
said worklist setup memi further comprises a plurality 
of display order fields associated with respective 
search field names on /said list having state fields in 

5 said second state, /and said column headings are 
displayed on said worklist menu in the order deter- 
mined by respective entries in said display order 
fields. / 

14. The system as recited in claim 12, wherein 
said worklist >menu further comprises a criteria field 
associated/^ith a column heading, and said query 
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includes a criterion entered in said criteria f i^d on 
said worklist menu using said operator inter^face. 

15. The system as recited in claiirt 12, wherein 
said worklist menu further comprises search initi- 
ation field, and said search instruction comprises 
clicking on said search initiation/field using said 
operator interface . 

16. The system as recited /in claim 12, wherein 
said computer is further progr/ammed to perform the 
steps of receiving worklist da^ta via said networking 
port in response to transfer of said query, and 
controlling said display screen to display only 
subsets of said worklist>r^-ata corresponding to 
worklist search fields having said second state, said 
displayed worklist data/ siibsetsJ being placed under 
corresponding column heidihgs jbiy said worklist menu. 



yf^. A method for r^etnri^in^ worklist data from 
a remote location via a /letwork, comprising the steps 
of: 

connecting a netwtj/rking port of a job-performing 
system to a network; 

setting the sta^'te of each of a plurality of 
worklist search fields in said job-performing system 
in response to state/ settings inputted via an operator 
interface of said yob-performing system; 

formulating a/query for worklist data correspond- 
ing to only work/list search fields having either a 
first state or j second state in response to a search 
instruction inputted via said operator interface; and 

transferring said query to said networking port 
with a desti^nation address corresponding to a remotely 
located worklist broker. 



18. The method as recited in claim 17, £iirther 
comprising the step of displaying a workLi^t setup 
menu on a display screen in response to a^ first menu 
selection instruction inputted via s^aid operator 
interface, said worklist setup menu comprising a list 
of search field names and respect i?7e state fields, 
each state field toggling through said first and 
second states and a third staye in response to 
clicking on said state field using said operator 
interface. / 

19. The method as recited in claim 18, wherein 
said worklist setup menu further comprises a criteria 

field associated with a search/ field name on said list 

■ •/ 

having a state field in said/ first or second state, 
and said query formulated by^ygaid computer includes a 
criterion entered in said: criteria field using said 
operator interface. [ / j\J 

20. The method as recited in claim 18, further 
comprising the step of displaying a worklist menu on 
said display screen in response to a second menu 
selection instruction inputted via said operator 
interface, said worklist /menu comprising at least one 
column heading, each column heading being a respective 
search field name on said worklist setup menu having 
said second state. / : 

21. The method/ as recited in claim 20, wherein 
said worklist setup/menu further comprises a plurality 
of display order/ fields associated with respective 
search field najpfes on said list having state fields in 
said second/state, and said column headings are 
displayejSU^n said worklist menu in the order deter- 
-rn-imea by respective entries in said display order 
fields. 



22. The method as recited in claim 20, wh^xein 
said worklist menu further comprises a criteri^ field 
associated with a column heading, and said query 
includes a criterion entered in said criteria field on 
said worklist menu using said operator i:nterface. 

23. The method as recited in czlaim 20, wherein 
said worklist menu further comprises a search initi- 
ation field, and said search instruction comprises 
clicking on said search initiat/on field using said 
operator interface. / 

24. The method as recited in claim 20, further 
comprising the steps of receiving worklist data in 
response to transfer of said query, and displaying on 
said display screen only subsets of said worklist data 
corresponding to worklis^^earch fields having said 
second state, said displl^Ypd^worklist data subsets 
being placed under corresponding column headings on 
said worklist menu. 



.J^. A system comp/rising: 
iisii:i< 



an image acquisiytion subsystem for performing 
jobs on a worklist; 

a display screei 
an operator in't4rface;j 
a networking port for communicating with a remote 
worklist broker on /a network; and 

a computer programmed * to perform the following 
steps: J 

(a) controlling said display screen to display a 
worklist s^.tup menu in response to a first menu 
selection instruction inputted via said operator 



interface,/ said worklist setup menu comprising a list 
of search field names and respective state fields; 
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15 (b) setting the state lof each of a plurality 

worklist search fields identified by said searchf field 
names in response to toggling each state fieZa through 
first through third states^ in response to/clicking on 
said state field using said operator iivfe^erface; 

20 (c) formulating a query for /worklist data 

corresponding to only worklist sear6h fields having 
either said first state or said/ second state in 
response to a search instruction/ inputted via said 
operator interface; and 

25 (d) transferring said querV to said networking 

port* 



26, The system as reqited in claim 25, wherein 
said computer is further .| programmed to perform the 

i 7 

step of controlling said display screen to display a 
worklist menu in response to /a second menu selection 



instruction inputted via sa: 
worklist menu comprising a) 
each column heading beinc 
name on said worklist sel 
state. 



jerator interface, said 
jst one column heading, 
ispective search field 
yentr— harving said second 



27. The system as rfecited in claim 26, wherein 
said worklist setup menu fiurther comprises a plurality 
of display order fields/ associated with respective 
search field names on sai/d -list having state fields in 
said second state, and isaid column headings are 
displayed on said worklist menu in the order deter- 
mined by respective eiitries in said display order 
fields. 



28. The systeipf as recited in claim 26, wherein 
said computer is further programmed to perform the 
steps of receivipg worklist data via said networking 



port in respqj 



to transfer of said query, 



and 




controlling said display 
subsets of said workli^t 
worklist search fields h 
displayed worklist data Vs 
corresponding column 1 



splay only 
dat^ ./corresponding to 
second state, said 
ing placed under 
on said worklist menu. 



